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Katsuragi, the City to
Rebuild ahd Live Together In

Katsuragi-City was officially founded on October |,  ¥* :(*

2004 With-the-mergeuof thestewns Shinjo and
Taima. The history and culture Gfuthe twoestowns,
which-developed from the richness of natlike,, still
lives on today. As conveniences improve from the
ehhancement of urban functions.and*from the open-
ing*of Katsuragislnterchange ofMinami-Hanna Road,
the tharm of easyliVing onithe city grews Katsuragi
City continues to pursue a future for its Citizens
while carefully preserving nature and"history.
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Katsuragi is the Best
-Rebuilding of the Best City-

Katsuragi City is said to be the birthplace of Sumo as
well as Takenouchi-kaido Road, the first road in
Japan to be built with government expenditures.There
are also many other historic sites including Taima-
dera Temple. We are proud of our production of the
Twin-flowered chrysanthemum, which is the largest
production of chrysanthemums in Japan. In 2013, all
schools in the city were given seismic retrofits so that
our children can learn in safety.
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“ TV Katsuragi”

People who have been trying to revitalize the city, activities
for such goals and the places to have discussions can be
spotted throughout in Katsuragi City. People age of 60 or
older use the Ikilki Center to utilize their skills and pursue
their interests. People who are masters of certain skills are
sent to give lectures to citizens so that their skills will be
used widely. Social gatherings are held locally to talk about
human rights education as well. Volunteer citizens informa-
tion correspondents have been providing information about

Community cooperation for rebuilding life.
‘City for Everybody.’
the charms of Katsuragi City through

[Cooperation]
on-line.
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Taima-dera, ‘Temple Standing Still’

Taima-dera Temple is a very famous temple and
a tourist spot in Katsuragi City. 13 Tatchus
(minor temples on the site of the main temple)
and main edifices, such as main temples and
towers, are uniquely positioned for temple build-
ings in a big precinct. In addition, there are 8
national treasures including West Tower and
East Tower, and 30 national important cultural
properties. In the garden we enjoy views of the
four seasons, for example peony, lotus and
autumn leaves. The Neri-kuyo (Buddhist
ceremonial parade), which has one thousand
years of history, has been handed down from
generation to generation, and Taima-dera
Temple has been preserved, mainly by the
power of belief among the local people. Taima-

dera Temple is not yet a historic heritage site,
but still stands as a part of the lives of people.
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1,400 years of history
Takenouchi-kaido Road

Takenouchi-kaido Road was opened in the time of Empress Suiko, the
oldest road built with government expenditures (now called a national
highway), and it connects the capitals of Asuka and Nanba, as written
in the Nihon Shoki (chronicles of Japan). It was the main road of
Yamato Province connecting culture and people for a long time, with
busy traffic of people and goods. Historical buildings remain as old
mansions, temples and shrines along the road as remnants of a post
town. Many people still visit to stroll down the road. Matsuo Basho
(poet) had stayed in a road side community, while author Shiba
Ryotaro spent his childhood in one. We had the |,400th anniversary
of construction of Takenouchi-kaido Road in 2013, where various
events were held by Nara Prefecture, Osaka and 10 different villages,
towns and cities located along the road.
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in Oshimi prior to Empress Suiko, and she is said to
have been the first empress. She is Empress Itoyo.
She governed Japan for a short period of time while
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Forgotten empress

Empress Itoyo 'ﬁ:’

1,500 years ago or more, Japan had the first empress m
“l.au‘-_y_' é

there was no successor between the 22nd Emperor —

Seinei and the 23rd Emperor Kenzou. She is men- -

tioned in the Kojiki (Japan's oldest historical record) SREL

as well as the Nihon Shoki (chronicles of Japan), ﬁﬂi“*ﬂ]ﬁ:k*ﬂ]@m

however, she was not recognized as an empress,
which is why she is called a forgotten empress.
Samio Maekawa, a leading poet of the Showa Era,
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was also born in Oshimi.The History Museum displays
the history of Katsuragi from ancient times till today.
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Fascinating History Resides in T W 3 A& B & 3 3k Bl D » B
Cultural Properties CE T HE S oW o e 8 WL E
Old shrines, temples and ruins are scattered % % ;z: é’i §E€ #: % g% i % ’;@:f 'EE ;@ g i}l__%?‘
all over Katsuragi City, including locations [ 15 Hh WK T it n % R 5 L c
which became the stage of legend. The pow- ° T I ga £ MR 3 = 2 :Tf ) &
erful Katsuragi Clan from ancient times is TR :C Pan %\ 7 5 &‘: T "% B L
resting in Yashikiyama Tumulus, Sekkouji w 5+ 7z Z% ¥ T == B i i
Temple, which has the well which is said to i 0 A & ¥ o 5 1l A =
have been used by Chujo-hime to dye lotus B 4 D A ® o »H 1 E + £ D
threads to weave Taima Mandala, and the RGN =| F ES AR AR - ) h o
story of the tomb of Prince Otsu, a tragic hero ¥ oz MR 4 L e 5 SE 4| ,%3 ° |z &
of ancient times. These are old tales of B oh L ¥ D T D It % EO W & L
cultural properties in the city that are fascinat- h o @ L L] r F X o A% BR 77
ing to people. In Fuefuki-jinja Shrine, peony, T h %= » it T i E O P % 2 2 o
winter-flowering peony, and Quercus gilva, A D B éff IR = 2 = i
which is a prefectural treasure, grew in colo-
nies, suggesting a richness of the area where
history and nature exist in harmony.
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