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Loan words are Japanese words that have
been borrowed from other countries excluding
ancient Chinese and languages before that.
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The first big wave of loan words came from
the Portuguese and Dutch in the 16th and
17th centuries. Some examples of Portuguese
loan words are /V>" for bread, & /Y3’ for
tobacco, and X5’ for deep fried vegetables
and seafood.
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In the Meiji era, Japan had extensive contact
with Germany and adopted many German
loan words. Some examples include ‘77 JL/NA K’
which means part-time work and ")l 7" which
means a patient's medical chart.
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Finally, after World War 2, Japan borrowed
many words from the English language in order
to introduce words for new concepts. Loan
words of English origin make up about 80-90%
of loan words in use these days. What loan
words do you often use?
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